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OCEANETS SUMMARY:

Around 640,000 tons of fishing equipment
are lost or abandoned in the oceans an-
nually, which can remain in the oceans for
up to 600 years. The loss or discarding of
fishing gears can have particularly harmful
impacts at sea, producing the effect of the
so-called ghost fishing. This project will
prevent and correct this situation, in line
with Action 9 of the Joint Communication
on International Ocean Governance.

OBJECTIVES:

P Guarantee the viability of circular eco-
nomy of certain fishing gear though the
development of an ICT tool (prevention)
and optimisation (valorisation) of recy-
cling technologies.

P> Demonstrate and develop high added
value products to show the technical,
economic and environmental viability,
involving the whole value chain.

p Reduce, monitor and recycle litter of
sea-based sources.
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RE-USE AND RECYCLE OF
FISHING GEARS TO
OBTAIN ADDED-VALUE
PRODUCTS IN THE
TEXTILE INDUSTRY

22/3/19 14:36



OBJECTIVES:

The global objective is to guarantee the viabi-
lity of a circular economy of certain fishing gear
trough the development of an ICT tool (preven-
tion) and optimization (valorisation) of the recy-
cling technologies.

SPECIFIC RELATED OBJECTIVES
ARE AS FOLLOWS:

-I Development and validation by an ICT tool,
on-line and updatable.

Awareness raising of fishermen against marine
litter and their key role on the project.

Development and validation of a recycling tech-
nology.

Secondary applications for other streams.

Assessment of the cost-efficiency and environ-
mental impact.
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Definition of most valuable business model for
textile industry.

Identification of actions and recommendations
to be taken in the near future.

~

8 Implementation of public communication ac-
tions.
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THE OCEANETS PROJECT IS FOCUSED ON THE
REDUCTION, MONITORING AND RECYCLING
SCHEMES FOR FISHING GEARS THAT WILL LEAD
TO SEVERAL BENEFITS OVER THE
CONVENTIONAL MANAGEMENT:

P> Enlarge of the fishing gears life thanks to the preven-
tion of their loss in the marine environment due to en-
tanglements.

p> Rise awareness and involvement of the fishing sector
in the solutions against the marine litter in general and
against discarding and loss of fishing gears, in particu-
lar.
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> Reduce landfilling of a waste stream, the concentra-
tion of marine litter and its ecological impacts as well as
the loss of valuable resources.

P> Increase the recycling rates of end-of-use fishing
gears.

> Open up the market of high-quality textile sector by
improving the quality of the yarn obtained from the re-
covered fishing gears.

P> Support the implementation of policies to reduce
marine litter from sea-based sources.
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MAIN RESULTS EXPECTED
AT THE END OF THE PROJECT:

P Awareness of fishermen involved in the project of the
environmental, economic and social problem of marine
litter, improving their professional skills and compe-
tences of fishers, ship operators and crew, and blue
economy workers in marine sustainability and circular
economy fields.

P Improvement of sorting activities in the ports in order
to get a more efficient preparation strategy (including
transport) of fishing gear for recycling.

P Development and implementation of ICT tools for the
signalling of: 1) obstacles that lead to the loss of nets
and fishing gear (prevention), 2) lost fishing nets and
gear (recovery). This tool will be harmonised with the
current monitoring and quantification systems.

P> Attainment of high-quality textile with special bene-
fits (antimicrobial, chromatic, etc.) from net and fishing
gear waste (marine litter).

) Elicitation of other complementary applications (e.g.
construction, urban furniture) for the recycling of waste
from nets and fishing gear (marine litter).

MAIN OUTPUTS EXPECTED
AT THE END OF THE PROJECT:

® 1ICT tool.

® 10 skippers testing the ICT tool to ensure its
implementation and adaptation.

® 7 tons of fishing gear on the whole project.

3 public awareness actions.

® Obtention of 50 lineal metres with 150-180cm
of textile fibre ( >90% recycled textile from fi-
shing gear).

® 2 publications, 4 press releases and 4
workshops will be done along the project.

® Creation of an Advisory Committee
(min. 5 experts).
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